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IN THE CLAIMS 
X 

Please amend claims 3-4. 12, 14, 20-21, 27, 30, and 34 as follows: 




tU 

f\ 1 3. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 

2 with claim 2, wherein the step of performing a LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ELAG test 

3 further comprises the steps of: 
4 

5 a) determining a CURRENT AUT1 IORIZATION ATTEMPT, wherein said 

6 CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT is the current iteration of a local 

7 authorization routine; and 
8 

9 b) comparing said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPr to a LOCAL 
1 0 AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTR Y COUNTER. 
11 

1 4, (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 

2 with claim 3, wherein the srep of comparing said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION 

3 ATTEMPT to a LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTRY COUNTER further 

4 comprises at least one of the following steps: 
5 

6 a) setting a LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ELAG to invoke entry into said local 

7 authorization routine when said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT is 

8 equal 10 said LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTRY COUNTER; or 
9 

10 b) initiating a data communication with a remote location to obtain authorization 

1 1 for said cashless payment transaction. 
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\ 12. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 
2. with claim I , wherein said plurality uf local databases are resident at. said audit-crcdil- 
2 interactive system. 



1 14. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 

2 with claim 13, wherein the step of determining if said plurality of card identification data 

3 is included in said pturaliiy of local databases includes determining i f said plurality of 

4 eard data is in at least one of the following types of databases: 
5 

6 a) a positive-database; or 

7 

b) a negative-database; 
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20. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 
with claim 18, wherein the step of performing at said audit-credit-intcraciive system a 
local authorization of said plurality of card identification data further comprises the steps 
of: 

a) determining a CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT, wherein said 
CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT is the current iteration of said local 
authorization rouline; and 

b) comparing said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION A'lTEMFl* to a LOCAL 
AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTRY COUNTER. 

21. (Amended) Ths method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 
with claim 20, wherein the step of comparing said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION 
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4 



3 



ATTEMPT to a LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTRY COUNTER further 
comprises at least one of the following steps: 



5 



6 



a) setting a LOCAL AUTHORIZATION FLAG to invoke entry into said local 
authorization routine when said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT is 
equal to said LOCAL AUTHORIZATION ROUTINE ENTRY COUNTER; or 



7 



9 



10 



b) initiating a data communication with said remote location to obtain an 
authorization approval for said cashless payment transaction. 



11 



12 



1 27. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 

2 with claim 26 wherein, the step of determining if said plurality of card identification data 

3 is included in said plurality of local databases includes determining i I' said plurality of 

4 card data is in at least one of the following types of databases: 
5 

6 a) a positive-database; or 



7 



8 



b) a negativc-daLabase; 



9 
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aOY 1 30. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance with 
' 2 claim 29, wherein the step of determining if a MAXIMUM AUTHORIZATION 

3 ATTEMPTS LIMIT has been reached further comprises: 

4 

5 a) determining a CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATJTEMPT wherein, said 

6 CURRENT AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPT is the current iteration of said local 

7 authorization routine; and 
8 

9 b) comparing said CURRENT AUTHORIZATION A ITEMPT to said MAXIMUM 
10 AUTHORIZATION ATTEMPTS LIMIT. 




M _ — 





0 J 34. (Amended) The method of processing a cashless payment transaction in accordance 
' 2 with claim 1 8, wherein the step of settling said cashless payment transaction further 
3 comprises the step of: 
4 

5 processing said cashless payment transaction in the international currency of 

6 origin. 
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Dated: December 24, 2002 

USA Technologies, Inc. 

Dept. IP 

H. Brock Kolls 

200 Plant Ave. 

Wayne, PA 19087 

Phone:610-989-0340 



Respectively Submitted, 

H. Brock Kolls 
Applicant and 
Agent Reg. No 42,757 



1 hereby certify ihnt this correspondence is being transmitted by Tax to the United States Patent and 

7*^3- Da&vbe*. *Y, taa -L. 
Trademark Office at phone number on 

by y/^T y/- ^ . 

H. Brock Kolls 
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